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A D IALOGUE, &c. 


LIEUTENANT. 


2182 ES, "the Uniform as you call 
8 it, is well enough — But I 
* a don't like it for all that. 
CAPS When I wore my ownCloaths 
I thought myſelf my own Man But he 
that wears a Livery 1s not only a Seryant, 
but may be a S/ave.—What makes the 
People call a Soldier Lobſter ! But be- 
cauſe they look upon him as a Deſerter 
from them, as a Run-away from their 
Colours, and I ſhould be loth to be call'd 
Blue-Bottle for the ſame Reaſon.— Be- 
ſides I don't like new Faſhions-—efpeci- 
ally ſuch as have neither Rhime nor Rea- 
ſon to countenance them. 'The Faſhion 
when I came into the Service, was to 
fight our Enemies till they had their 
Belly fall of Fighting; and when they 
cry'd for Quarter to give it them on our 
own Terms, not theirs. Will any Body 
ſay That this Faſhion has been alter'd 


for the Better? And yet now when all 


Ser- 


1 
Service is at an End, we muſt be ſubject 
to new Lords, new Laws, new Dif 
line, and the Lord knows what beſides. 


CAPTAIN 


We are as ſore in that Place as you 
can be for your Li ves — In Time of 
Service, no doubt, Terror muſt produce 
Dicipline: But when the Time of Service 
is over, that which was call'd Dicipline 

becomes downright Slavery. 


LIEUT. 
Aye: But that downright Slavery is 
now like to be the Eſtabliſhment accord- 
ing to L---. 


| CAPT. 

Good God! And is this the merciful 
Proviſion to be made for us! Is this the 
Regard ſhewn to the Father of his Peo- 
pole, who recommended us to the Care of 

St. Stephen, and will St. Stephen op- 
poſe and get the better of St. George ? 


| LIEUT. 
I don't know any Thing of the Saints 
talk of — But I have heard of cer- 
Perſons call'd the Two B——ers, 


can out-yote all the Saints in the 
anack. CAPT. 


you 
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CAPT. "EY 
So much the worſe for us. We have 
got nothing but Blows by the War, and 
broken Commiſſions by the Peace, whilſt 
you have got immenſe Fortunes by your 
Prizes, 


V 
Indeed ſome of us have had more Luck 


than they deſery'd, and ſome leſs But 
if the War had been continued in our 
Element, look you, we might all have 


been rich In another Year we ſhould 
have ſwept the Sea Plague on ſuch P— 
M-k-rs— But ſo much for that We 
are to have Thankſgivings and Fireworks, 
and that is enough Not that I value 
Money more than another Man : But the 
more one has, the better one can afford 
to be honeſt. A poor Man in ſuch Times 
as theſe, can ſcarce help being a Rogue. 
But what mads me is, that ſome of thoſe 
who have got moſt by the Service, ſhould 
be moſt officious to drive every Man of 
Spirit out of it. 


CAP T. | 
Aye; but then you have your Nor- 
ris's, your Warrens, your Smiths, Lees, 
j— Vernons, 


(6) 
Vernons, Mattbews's, &c. to make you 
proud of doing ſo— Our Lords and 
Mlaſters are moſt of them true Cappado- 
cianr, ſuch as chuſe to be Slaves, and for 
that Reaſon, will ſuffer no- body elſe to 


LIE UT. 
True. But as the Man ſays in the 
Play, Is there not a Cauſe ? They have 
Governments and Garrifons in their Eye, 
and we had a Promiſe of being admitted 
joint Sharers--But no Matter---Promiſes, 
they ſay, are made to be broke. 


| CAPT. 

But what have we Subalterns to do 
with Governments, except to obey them ? 
In ſhort, honeſt Friend, the Douceurs 
of either Service, few can taſte of But 
all are inyoly'd in the Seyerities—and 
that's the Point now before us and, in- | 
ſtead of conſidering each other any longer, 
as Rivals, we ought to join Hands as Fel- 
tow-Sufferers, and endeayour as far as 
we lawfully may, to work out our own 
Deliverance, that we may be in a Con- | 
dition to protect the Commerce and Free- | 
dom of our Country. 
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LIEUT. 

To protect, Man! to pray you mean; 
for that is all that will be in your Power, 
if theſe new Regulations take Place. Ri- 
diculous! How can Men, who have loſt 


their own Freedom, protect the Freedom 


of others. 


5 * of ob 
We have fought for uniyerſal Liberty. 


LIEUT. | 

True; and are in a fair Way to loſe 
our 0wn ; Is it not ſo? And if our Spi- 
rits are once broke, we muſt fight for any 
Cauſe, or againſt any Cauſe, like true 
Jani ſaries with Baſhaws at our Heads, 
who, in caſe of the leaſt Demur, for we 
muſt not dare to think of Diſobedience, - 
will be ſure to tuck us up without Mercy, 


CAPT. 
Damn'd hard! 


LIEU T. 

Damn'd hard indeed! But what is fill 
worſe, we muſt not dare to ſay ſo, when 
theſe intended Regulations are once 
eſtabliſh d. LS „ 3 8 
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CAPT. 
Why fo my Friend? 


| LIEUT. 

Becauſe it may be interpreted as tend- 
ing to an Affront of /omebody, or as tend- 
ing to ſomething that may tend to Mu- 
tiny; for the Word Tending may be 
wire drawn to any Thing; and ſo, Sir, to 
ſay ſuch Uſage is hard, is to complain, 
Complaints tend to Mutiny, and thoſe 
that mutiny are to be ſhot. | 


CAPT. 
Shot ! 


LIEUT. 
Aye, ſhot, Sir! that or worſe is the 
Puniſhment annex'd to almoſt every 
Clauſe, Sir. NY, 


CAPT. © | 
Why, what can be worfe than Death ? 


LIEUT. 


Torture at leaſt there may be ſome 
Difference in the Manner of dying. 
The Word Lauiful, J am told, was omit- 


ted, and to be ſhot or 0rherwsſe treated, 
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as a Court-Martial ſhall think proper, in- 
ſerted in the propoſed Articles. 


CAPT. 


A Court Martial will not proceed to 
Torture, Sir. 


| LIEUT. 

I do not fay they will——But I would 
not haye it in their Power---Nor in the 
Power of any Body to force them 
For aught I know the Court itſelf may 
be ſubject to the Orders of their Betters; 
and if they do not obey implicitly in 
their judicial Capacity, may be liable to 
be try' d, ſentenced and ſhot themſel ves. 


. 2 

Indeed, it would have been but mer- 
ciful to have provided againſt the poſſi- 
ble Abuſe of ſuch unlimited Power. 


However, a Man can be ſhot but once, 
Lieutenant. 


LIEUT. 
But he may be tried twice, or oftener 


for the ſame Fact, or have his Sentence 
reviſed, * : | 


mm - CAPT. 


| ( 10) 
CAPT. 
Surely this would not be ſuffered out 
of the Army. \ 


| 7 5 7 © by OG 

ö No; it has never yet been ſuffered, 
and the Law declares it never ſhall. 
But when the Law is diſpenſed with in 

one Fundamental, may it not in more? 
May it not be found out, under ſome | 
Future Adminiſtration, that ſome more } 
ſpeedy and exemplary Puniſhment than 
the Laws allow, may be neceſſary in ; 
other Caſes? May it not be found out, 
that Courts-Martial are the beſt fitted for x 
Diſpatch of any? and that Soldiers and 
Scamen make the beſt Executioners ? 


SG D 
I would not, for the World, ſheath my 
Sword in the Bowels of my Country; 
nor will I eyer encourage Tumults. 


TT = 5 1 POE 
And J would ſooner be hang'd on the 
"Yard-Arm---But you obſerve, I do not 
ſpeak of theſe Times and under this Go- 
vernment, but of what may be the un- 
happy Conſequences of theſe Regulations 
to Poſterity. CAPT, 


_— * 
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CAPT. 1 
Perhaps they may he withdrawn. 


LIEU T. 

I wiſh there were any Grounds for 10 
good an Expectation. Jon may, indeed, 
have an annual Conteſt, whilſt there is 
any Virtue left, for the Removal of them; 
their Exiſtence, as well as your own, be- 
ing ſuffered only from one Year to ano- 
ther. But our Hardſhips may be as per- 
petual as our Inſtitution; which, how- 
ever, I own, cannot be longer than the 
Life of Commerce already in a Conſump- 
tion. 


GAPT. 
It is well there is one Way left for a 


Military Man to eſcape. 


LIEVU T. 
And pray, you is that my good Cap- 
tain ? 


CAPT. 
To reſign. 


LIEUT. 
But eyen that will not be in your 
| Power. 


(12 ) 
Power. Your Reſignation may be refuſ- 
ed. And further, let me give you the 
Advice of a Friend, to be very cautious 
of what you ſhall fay; for if it ſhould 
be conſtrued to tend to Mutiny, as I faid 
before, you not only forfeit your own 
Life, but the Life of any other Soldier, 
who ſhall happen to be preſent, and ne- 


% 


gle& to divulge it. 


„ GAT I 

Why, Sir, can any Man's Perſon be 
more ſacred than that of the Kg, or the 
Heir apparent? Or, can the Miſpri ſion 
of any Thing be worſe than the Miſpri- 
ſion of Treaſon? And is that more than 
a Miſdemeanor, or is ſuch a Miſdemea- 
nor puniſhable with Death ? | 


LIEUT. 

No, Sir, nor can I conceive what Ad- 
vantage you are likely. to reap by ap- 
pealing to the Maxims of Common Law, 
when you are not to be tried in Weſt- 
minſter-Hall, or at the Old Bailey, but 
by a Court -Martial. 


CAP T. 
At length, then, I have diſcovered an 
Ad vantage from my Misfortunes, to which 
I was a Stranger before. LIEUT. 


(13) 


LIEUT. © 
And pray, what may that be, Sir? 


CAPT. 
Why, you know, Fack, that I am only 
an Officer upon Half-pay. 


LIEUT. 
'Sdeath ! you know nothing of the Bill 
we arc talking of. 


CAPT. 
Why, you know Fack, I am but juſt 
come to Town. | 


LIEUT. 
Know then, my dear Captain, that you 
are ſubje& to the ſame Diſcipline and 
Command, as if upon whole Pay. 


CAP. 


What! with little Money and with no 
Men! impoſlible! 


LIEUT. 

If it is impoſſible, Impoſſibilities are 
true; that's all, Boy—But you will eaſi- 
ele the Advantage of theſe very 
e Regulations; for, beſides the Hopes 

, a of 


(,14,) 
of an Almightineſs of Power to /ome- 
body, it ſecures alt manner of Service and 
Obedience exery where, and upon every 
Occaſion. No Oppoſition, not even in a 
Whiſper from a Military Man for ever. 


CAPT. 
Why, then, how happy are the com- 
mon People, and they who have nothing 
to do with the Fleet or the Navy? 


LIEUT. 

Not quite ſo happy as you may ima- 
gine. Did you never hear the Story of 
a certain one-ey'd Monſter of old, and a 
certain Greek, whoſe Name was Olyſſes ? 
You muſt know this Man and his Meſs- 
mates fell into the Clutches of this Mon- 
ſter, who fatten'd them for his own eat- 
ing, and kept es himſelf for the laſt. 
Now the Happineſs of Uhyſſes, during 
this Interval, was juſt the ſame as that of 
the People, in cafe this bleſſed Regula- | 
tion takes Place-—But as Dlyſes, by his | 
Wiſdom, delivered both his Meſs-mates 
and himſelf, I hope they will have the 
Grace to do the ſame. Ef 


5 CAP T. 
I m convinced they have two good 


(15) 
Friends, the King, and his Royal High- 
neſs the Prince of Wales ; and I wiſh, 
with all my Heart, it may be in their 
PowER to aſſiſt them. 


LIEUT. 


Amen. 
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